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Monday May 3, 2010
Location: The Piano Place
1307 East Maple Road
Troy, MI 48083
(248) 619-9027

Take I-75 to 14 Mile. Go west a short
ways to Stephenson Hwy. North one
mile to Maple (15 Mile Rd). The Piano
Place is on the north side, just west of
Stephenson.

 6:30 Applied Skills: Dan Harteau,
RPT, will be doing a presentation on
aftertouch

7:15 Dinner

7:45 Business meeting

We will be voting on officers for the
coming year. Our current president,
vice president, secretary and
treasurer have been nominated for a
second year.

Meeting Notice

The Bridge

8:00 Main Technical:

Jim Coleman Jr will discuss
various glues and adhesives used
in home repair as well as in the
shop. Also, if you accidentally
break a carrot while preparing a
veggie tray. He will show you how
to repair that carrot! Hands-on
repairs will be available. Plus, Jim
will show us his line of tools with
tools and tips.



Minutes

April 5, 2010 Minutes Detroit Chapter of PTG

Meeting was held at Steinway Piano Gallery of Detroit, 2700 E.
West Maple Rd.  The Applied Skills was presented by Tim Hoy on
the state of the piano industry. The Main Technical was
presented by Tim Hoy and Hugh Gulledge on “How to identify
what the performer is saying is needed to correct the tone of
the piano”.

Pizza, salad and soda was provided by “Steinway Piano Gallery.”
And the Detroit PTG  thanks you.

The business meeting was called to order by President Clem
Fortuna at 7:50 p.m.  There were 16 RPT’S, 12 Associates and 1
guest present.
The minutes from March were accepted by general consent.
The treasurer’s report was by general consent.

Clem Fortuna suggested the current officers of the Detroit
PTG be the slate for the next year 2010-2011, as has been the
custom.  Paul Hornberger moved and Dan Harteau seconded the
motion to retain the same officers for a second year.  The
motion will be voted on at the next meeting of the Detroit PTG
chapter.

Arno Patin made the suggestion for the June 7th technical with
Stephen Paulello, a pianist, designer, builder and string
designer, and maker.    Stephen will be in London, Ontario and
will be able to be here for our June meeting.  Arrangements will
try to be made.

Announcements
Craig Sprague has a sample kit from  Wessell, Nickel and Gross
to see.

Dan  Harteau motioned to adjourn, seconded by Hugh Gulledge.

Submitted,
Ronald Harris, Secretary
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REPORT FOR THE MONTH MARCH

 
Balance Brought Forward                                                        $8,656.15
_____________________________________________________________
 
Income:                                                                                     $00.00
_____________________________________________________________
 
Expenses:
                    Yahoo              $12.95
                    click2Mail         $23.24
Total:                                                                                         $36.19
_____________________________________________________________
 
Balance Forwarded to April                                                       $8,619.96

         Treasurer’s report
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President’s Message
Those who have read the last few issues of the Piano

Technicians Journal have been watching a controversy unfold. A
few months ago, Virgil Smith wrote an article expounding his ideas
of high quality aural tuning. In the following month, Dan Levitan
wrote a response to Smith’s article, suggesting that some of
Smith’s ideas or methods are in “a different universe” than the one
most of us tune in. This month, the editor of the Journal said some
letters have been angry, with people threatening to leave the PTG
over Levitan’s opinions being published.

I think the main controversy is over the aural vs. electronic
tuning methods. This may always be a divide, but I think we have
more in common than people think. I use an ETD, but when people
ask me I always point out that I also listen to the piano. I think that
the perception by some that the electronic tuner is “cheating” or
somehow amateur needs to be discouraged.

The ubiquity of the cell phone with apps is a mixed blessing. I
love the convenience of pulling out my iphone and running
TuneLab. But I hate when people think it’s just another free tuning
program. If someone asks, I like to point out (nicely) that
professional tuning software is beyond the scope of the average
musician, who would have a hard time even reading the manual.

I had one guy who watching me tune say, “So all you need to
be a tuner is a wrench and a cell phone?” Fortunately, he was
joking, and understood that a level of craftsmanship was involved.
If someone really suggests that I must not know what I am doing, I
like to tell them that I originally learned to tune by ear, and that the
computer is just an additional tool. I may also point out that after
30 years of tuning, I continue to learn about piano technology
through Piano Technicians Guild classes and seminars. This usually
makes people realize that being a professional tuner involves more
than getting “a wrench and a cell phone”.

Clem Fortuna, RPT


